
 
 

Bunbury Airport – Fly Friendly Agreement 
 

 
 
Bunbury Airport is located 8km south east of the Bunbury CBD with a focus on 
general aviation (including commercial and recreational), pilot training and 
emergency services. 
 
The Fly Friendly Agreement is a voluntary code of conduct for pilots, and recognises 
that whilst it is impossible to stop aircraft noise emanating from an airport, there are 
opportunities to reduce the effect of aircraft noise on the surrounding communities. 
 
The City of Bunbury seeks to balance the economic and social benefits of the airport 
with the amenity impacts of operations on surrounding residential communities. 
Pilots are expected to undertake operations in a manner which is considerate of local 
residents. The City of Bunbury recognises that safety is the primary concern of air 
navigation and operations, and implementation of the Fly Friendly Agreement is 
therefore subject to safety and operational considerations, however pilots are 
expected to make their best endeavours to comply with the spirit of the agreement. 



 
 

 
 

1. Circuit Training 
 

 
Circuit training – repetitive touch and go operations, is a vital part of flight training 
and is required for day and night operations. However such operations are limited to 
the times published in ERSA which are: 
 
Monday-Friday 07:00 – 22:00 
Saturday-Sunday 08:00 – 18:00 
Aircraft below 600kg and flying below 55kts (microlights/ultralights) permitted to 
commence 500ft circuits at 06:00 Monday-Sunday and conclude at 19:00 Saturday-
Sunday. 
Good Friday – no circuit training 
Easter Monday – no circuit training 
Anzac Day – no circuit training 
Christmas Day – no circuit training 
New Year’s Day – no circuit training 
 
Bunbury Airport is open 24 hours per day, 365 days per year. Aircraft departing or 
returning to Bunbury are not subject to these limits and it is understood that an 
aircraft returning after the above agreed hours may be required to perform a circuit of 
the airport to enter into the landing pattern. 
 
Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) regulations stipulate that circuits must be 
conducted within a radius of 3 miles from the aerodrome reference point (please see 
the aerial photo at the rear of this document). 
 
CASA regulations also stipulate that left-hand circuits are flown. The City of Bunbury 
approached CASA in 2011 and also in 2019 to discuss whether there was the 
opportunity to undertake right-hand circuits from Runway 07 to reduce noise impacts 
to City of Bunbury residents. CASA has advised that establishing a non-standard 
circuit pattern at a non-controlled airport would introduce new safety risks, in 
particular for visiting aircraft.   
 
 

2. Altitude 
 
 
It is good airmanship, and also the law, to maintain a safe altitude at all times and to 
ensure that when flying over residential areas this is maintained. 
 



 
 

Except when in the act of landing or taking off the minimum height fixed wing aircraft 
will fly at is 1,000 feet over inhabited areas and 500 feet over uninhabited areas or 
the sea. Night circuits must not be conducted at a height less than 1,000 feet. 
 
CASA may approve aircraft operations to routinely operate at lower altitudes, such 
as emergency service aircraft (e.g. Police, bushfire water bombers, search and 
rescue operations) and special types of air work for which the operator has a permit 
(e.g. media helicopters, aerial surveying and environmental spraying). There may 
also be times where aircraft need to fly at lower heights due to the weather (e.g. low 
cloud). 
 
 

3. Good Manners for Pilots 
 
 
Bunbury Airport is on the edge of an urban area. Pilots should consider minimising 
aircraft noise over residential areas when planning their flights. 
 
Avoid lengthy engine run-ups and conduct non-pre-flight engine run-ups in 
designated areas or in locations where the wind or distance helps minimise the 
carriage of noise off airport. 
 
Use sufficient runway length and best rates of climb to maximise height over 
populated areas. High performance and twin-engine aircraft are to conduct full length 
take-offs where possible. 
 
Minimise noise after take-off by reducing engine revs as much as possible. Due to 
the extra power required to get aircraft airborne, departing aircraft are usually louder 
than arriving aircraft. Each aircraft has a different climb capability, based on the size 
and weight of the aircraft, engine type and performance, fuel load (aircraft with a full 
fuel load cannot climb as rapidly), payload (water bombers cannot climb quickly with 
full water tanks) and specific aerodynamic performance. Once the aircraft is airborne 
and stable in flight the pilot adjusts the engines to optimal (less noisy) settings. 
 
Keep circuits as compact as possible (do not fly wide circuits) and avoid residential 
areas were possible. 
 
For helicopter pilots, avoid rotor “slap” where possible. 
 
For helicopter pilots, minimise tight manoeuvres and turns, and avoid hovering, when 
operating over populated areas where possible. 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

Bunbury Airport Circuit Area 
 

 
  


