
 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

What is a Local Heritage Survey? 

A Local Heritage Survey (formerly known as a Municipal Heritage Inventory) is a document which 
includes information on places that have been identified as being of cultural heritage significance. 
These places tell the story of the local government area. The Heritage Act 2018 states the purposes of 
a Local Heritage Survey: 
a) identifying and recording places that are, or may become, of cultural heritage significance in its 

district; 
b) assisting the local government in making and implementing decisions that are in harmony with 

cultural heritage values; 
c) providing a cultural and historical record of its district; 
d) providing an accessible public record of places of cultural heritage significance to its district; and  
e) assisting the local government in preparing a heritage list or list of heritage areas under a local 

planning scheme. 
 

Are there different categories of heritage listing? 

There are four management categories which relate to how significant a place is to its locality. A 
management category is assigned to each place and range from 1 to 4 with 1 being the most 
significant. These categories come from the WA Heritage Council’s Guidelines for Establishing a 
Heritage List 2021 and Guidelines for Local Heritage Surveys 2022. The level of cultural heritage 
significance is determined according to criteria relating to rarity, representativeness, condition, 
integrity and authenticity. 
 
The City’s four heritage management categories are as follows: 

Level of Significance  Description Management Category 

Exceptional 
Significance 

(Category 1) 

Essential to the heritage of the 
locality.  Rare or outstanding 
example 

The place should be retained and 
conserved unless there is no feasible 
and prudent alternative to doing 
otherwise. 

Any alterations or extensions should 
reinforce the significance of the place 
and be in accordance with a 
Conservation Plan (if one exists for the 
place). 

Considerable 
Significance 

(Category 2) 

Very important to the heritage of 
the locality.  High degree of 
integrity/authenticity. 

Conservation of the place is highly 
desirable. 

Any alterations or extensions should 
reinforce the significance of the place. 

Some/Moderate 
Significance 

(Category 3) 

Contributes to the heritage of the 
locality.  Has some altered or 
modified elements, not 

Conservation of the place is desirable. 

Any alterations or extensions should 
reinforce the significance of the place 



 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

necessarily detracting from the 
overall significance of the item. 

and original fabric should be retained 
wherever feasible. 

Little Significance 

(Category 4) 

Does not fulfil the criteria for 
entry in the local Heritage List. 

Photographically record prior to major 
development or demolition. 

Recognise and interpret the site if 
possible. 

 
Heritage Places in categories 1,2 and 3 are recommended for inclusion in the City’s Heritage List, as 
per LPP 6.2: Heritage Listing, Assessment and Concessions. 
 
Will the results of the draft place record forms and the inclusion in the Local Heritage Survey affect 
future developments? 

Development which respects the significance of the place and its significant elements will generally 
be supported. There is no change to the normal development processes and requirements, as the 
Local Heritage Survey is not legally binding. Each heritage place is unique, and applications are 
assessed on individual needs and merit. The Local Heritage Survey is about recording the stories of 
each place. 

If a property is adopted by Council with a management category of 1, 2 or 3 it will be proposed to be 
added to the City's Heritage List. The places listed on the Heritage List are afforded protection through 
City of Bunbury Local Planning Scheme 8. Should a proposal want to change the built form of the place, 
it may need a heritage impact assessment demonstrating how heritage values will be retained and 
outlining the impact of any works through the development application process. 

What are the benefits of receiving a listing on the Local Heritage Survey? 

The Local Heritage Survey assists in documenting the history of the City of Bunbury and includes 
historically significant places. There are no monetary entitlements to owners of places included on the 
Local Heritage Survey, however category 1, 2 and 3 properties on the LHS that are on the Heritage List 
or in a Heritage Area may be eligible for a rates concession for eligible conservation works. The City 
also provides a free heritage advisory service to owners or proponents to assist with preliminary 
information on proposals or works schedules. 

Are the owners able to request that their property not be included on the Local Heritage Survey or 
Heritage List? 

The owner of all proposed places will be invited to participate in the consultation process, and their 
views will be considered. This information will be presented to the Heritage Advisory Committee to 
make a recommendation to Council, who is the decision maker. While property owners are required 
to be consulted and should be advised of the assessment process, the assessment of a place should 
not be conditional on owner support. 

For further information: 
Lacey Brown, Strategic Planning Officer (Heritage) 
lbrown@bunbury.wa.gov.au 
Phone: 9792 7000 

mailto:lbrown@bunbury.wa.gov.au

