
  

RESPONSIBLE PET OWNERSHIP 

Frequently Asked Questions 
Q: Does my dog need to have a collar and registration tag? ______________________________________ 1 
Q: Do i need to register my dog? ___________________________________________________________ 1 
Q: How many dogs can i keep? ____________________________________________________________ 1 
Q: What does 'effective control' of a dog mean? _______________________________________________ 1 
Q: Where do i need to have my dog on a leash? _______________________________________________ 2 
Q: Where can i get a dog waste bag? ________________________________________________________ 2 
Q: What are the public access rights for approved assistance dogs? _______________________________ 2 
Q: What are the control requirements for greyhounds? _________________________________________ 3 
Q: What are dog control areas? ____________________________________________________________ 3 
Q: Where are the dog control areas? ________________________________________________________ 3 
Q: Which areas are dogs prohibited? ________________________________________________________ 3 
Q:Where is the fenced off dog exercise area? _________________________________________________ 3 
Q: Where can i exercise my dog off-leash? ___________________________________________________ 4 
Q: Why is the city reviewing the dog control areas? ____________________________________________ 4 
 

 
DOG OWNERS 
 
Q: DOES MY DOG NEED TO HAVE A COLLAR AND REGISTRATION TAG? 
Yes, dogs must have a collar with their current registration tag attached. It is also recommended you attach 
a sturdy name tag with two contact phone numbers as this will help members of the public and Rangers to 
return your dog if it becomes lost. Replacement registration tags can be arranged at the City of Bunbury for 
a small fee. 
 
Q: DO I NEED TO REGISTER MY DOG? 
The Dog Act 1976 requires that all dogs over the age of three months must be microchipped and registered 
with your local government. 
There are strong penalties for people who choose not to comply with these requirements. 
The City of Bunbury has a great Regional Animal Facility (RAF) that we use to impound animals. However, if 
we find your pet out wandering and it is registered and microchipped, we will always try to get it home first 
before we consider impounding. 
Reduced cost of pet registration is available for concession holders and for sterilised pets (proof of these 
and microchip* must be presented to be eligible). 
Register Your Dog Here  
*Microchipping must occur prior to registration and a registered owner must be aged 18+ 
 
Q: HOW MANY DOGS CAN I KEEP? 
The City local law allows for two dogs. Any additional dogs require a permit. Applications can be submitted 
either in person at the city administration building on 4 Stephen Street or via email to the fillable form on 
the City’s website. 
 
Q: WHAT DOES 'EFFECTIVE CONTROL' OF A DOG MEAN? 
 Your dog must be in sight at all times. 
 Your dog must respond when called. 
 Your dog must be able to hear you at all times. 

https://eservices.bunbury.wa.gov.au/eservice/animalRegInit.do?aniType=1&nodeNum=14578
https://www.bunbury.wa.gov.au/live/handbook/responsiblepetownership


  
 Your dog does not rush anyone who doesn’t want the attention from your pet. 

 
A dog rushing up and jumping on someone else could constitute a minor dog attack. It is essential that you 
control your pet and ensure it isn’t giving other people in the area any unwanted attention. If you are not 
sure, we recommend you keep your dog(s) on a leash at all times. 
 
Q: WHERE DO I NEED TO HAVE MY DOG ON A LEASH? 
Held by a person who is capable of controlling the dog, you must keep your dog on a leash in all public 
places. There are some dog control areas where dogs are permitted to be exercised off leash.  
Please refer to the map to find off-leash and other specified control areas. 
 
If you are not sure, we recommend you keep your dog(s) on a leash at all times. This will always apply in 
high traffic pedestrian areas like the City Centre, playgrounds, sports ovals while games are on and 
anywhere else where there are high volumes of people. 
 
Q: WHERE CAN I GET A DOG WASTE BAG? 
Please refer to the map to find dog waste bag dispensers - look for the little dog icons. 

 
 
Q: WHAT ARE THE PUBLIC ACCESS RIGHTS FOR APPROVED ASSISTANCE DOGS? 
People with assistance dogs trained by the following organisations are automatically granted public access 
rights under the Dog Act 1976, including access to any building or place open to or used by the public for 
any purpose, or travel on public transport.  
 Assistance Dogs Australia 
 Guide Dogs WA (owned and operated by EverAbility Group Limited) 
 Lions Hearing Dogs 
 Seeing Eye Dogs Australia 
 Royal Guide Dogs Australia and affiliated bodies 

 
While many dogs are trained by the organisations listed above, it is also possible for assistance dogs to be 
trained privately. Public access rights for privately trained assistance dogs may be granted on application to 
the of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries. The applicant must be able to demonstrate that 
there is a need for an assistance dog and that the dog meets the specified training criteria.  
For information on approved assistance dogs, please visit the Department of Local Government, Sport and 
Cultural Industries: Applying for assistance dog approval | DLGSC 
 
 
DOG BREED RESTRICTIONS 
 
Dogs that have shown a tendency to attack or repeatedly rush, threaten or chase people or animals may be 
declared dangerous by the Council. Restricted breed dogs, such as Pitbull Terriers, Japanese Tosas and their 
crossbreeds have the potential to be dangerous and owners of dangerous dogs and/or restricted breeds 
must ensure the following are complied with: 
 Dog is not to be allowed of leash in any public area. 
 Dogs to wear a special collar. 
 Dogs to be muzzled in public. 
 Dogs to be microchipped. 
 Dogs must be sterilised. 
 Having a specific warning sign at all entries to your property. 

https://maps.bunbury.wa.gov.au/intramaps21b/
https://maps.bunbury.wa.gov.au/intramaps21b/
https://www.assistancedogs.org.au/
https://www.guidedogswa.com.au/
https://lionshearingdogs.com.au/
https://sed.visionaustralia.org/
https://guidedogs.com.au/
https://www.dlgsc.wa.gov.au/local-government/community/cats-and-dogs/applying-for-assistance-dog-approval


  
 
Q: WHAT ARE THE CONTROL REQUIREMENTS FOR GREYHOUNDS? 
As per section 32(1)(e) of the Dog Act 1976, Greyhounds are required to always be kept on a leash in a 
public place. 
 
 
DOG CONTROL AREAS 
 
Q: WHAT ARE DOG CONTROL AREAS? 
A dog control area is a specific area or place under the management of local government where special 
conditions or rules are applicable to dog owners. Dog control areas are shown on the map provided on this 
page and include areas where dogs are prohibited at all times, prohibited only at specific times, or allowed 
off leash for exercise all or some of the time. These areas are currently being reviewed. Community input 
about the adequacy of these areas will be considered by Council in making decisions about any suggested 
changes, or potential additions to the current control areas. 
 
Q: WHERE ARE THE DOG CONTROL AREAS? 
Refer to the dog exercise areas map here. 
 
Q: WHICH AREAS ARE DOGS PROHIBITED? 
There are some dog control areas where dogs are prohibited at all times and some areas where dogs are 
prohibited at specific times. Please refer to the orange and red areas (as per the legend below) on the map 
to find off-leash and other specified control areas. 

 
  
Q:WHERE IS THE FENCED OFF DOG EXERCISE AREA? 
John Banks Memorial Dog Park offers an enclosed area for dog exercise. Upgrades to the park in 2024 will 
see the creation of an additional enclosed, small dog, exercise area.  Both enclosed areas will have water 
access for pooches, accessible entry gates and seating/shelter installed. 

https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/legislation/statutes.nsf/law_a230.html
https://maps.bunbury.wa.gov.au/intramaps21b/
https://maps.bunbury.wa.gov.au/intramaps21b/


  

 
 
Q: WHERE CAN I EXERCISE MY DOG OFF-LEASH? 
There are some dog control areas where dogs are permitted to be exercised off leash. Please refer to the 
map provided to find off-leash and other specified control areas. Check for signage in the area. Signs will be 
installed in areas where dogs are permitted off-leash or dogs are prohibited. No signs mean the dog(s) must 
be on-leash. If you are not sure, we recommend you keep your dog(s) on a leash at all times. Please 
remember you must still have effective control at all times. This means: 
 Your dog must be in sight at all times. 
 Your dog must respond when called. 
 Your dog must be able to hear you at all times. 
 Your dog does not rush anyone who doesn’t want the attention from your pet. 

 
A dog rushing up and jumping on someone else could constitute a minor dog attack. It is essential that you 
control your pet and ensure it isn’t giving others in the area any unwanted attention. 
 
Q: WHY IS THE CITY REVIEWING THE DOG CONTROL AREAS? 
The City is responsible for the provision of access to public places within the City of Bunbury for dog owners 
plus reasonable access for all community members where unwanted attention from dogs can be managed.  
The last review was completed in 2019 when changes were made to current exercise areas and an 
additional location was introduced. 
 
The current review has been triggered by: 
 Requirements of the Dog Act 1976. 
 Increases in dog ownership in the past few years. 
 Community concerns. 
 In response to advice from DBCA regarding preservation of protected bird species. 

 
Engaging with users of the dog control areas and other dog exercise locations will help to implement 
appropriate and positive changes. 
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