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Every
museum
object has a
story.
ome of these
stories may
never be told.
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Obijects find their way to museums in different ways.

Some arrive with a detailed narrative about how they were created, where they came
from, and the role they played in the lives of their owners.

Others are found in dusty attics or sheds, bought out of curiosity at charity shops, or
discovered buried in the ground. Historical research may be able to find the ages of the
objects, and sometimes their manufacturer or geographical origin. Their stories,
however atheir owners, their uses, their importance to people of the past aoften
remain a mystery.



* . BUNBURY | .1
. 'MUsEUM |
-+ HERITAGE .

you to Create new storles S B
for old thlngs .

—\

G S<E R el Rl Al ey Y ~
IS not completely known.

TGOS e g

the story.

The competition is an opportunity to engage with local history in a unique
and creative way.
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development after European settlement. Several whaling ships were wrecked in
Koombana Bay, which gave it a reputation as being unlucky. Remnants of the
wrecks still lie under the water, or even under the land where the shoreline has
shifted over time.

A shore whaling station existed for decades in the area now known as Marlston
Hill. No archaeological remains of this station have been found.
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Feature one or
more of these
objects in your
History's
Mysteries
story.
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This brick was found on the shore of Koombana Bay by
lan Baxter in 1963.

Ross Anderson, a marine archaeologist from the WA
Museum, examined it because it was found in the
region of the shipwrecks of the whaling ships Samuel
Wright and North America. These ships went down in
1840.

This brick has different dimensions to house -building
bricks.

Based on its dimensions and material, it was
determined to be a holeystone, a brick used to scrub
the deck of a ship by hand, often as a punishment!
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But this one is different!

Also donated by lan Baxter, Ross Anderson noticed
scorch marks on this brick which indicate that it was
used in a brick oven on board a whaling ship.

These ovens were use to boil trypots, which you will
learn about on another slide.
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This tooth gives a sense of
the sheer size of the animals
that were being hunted by
whalers.

Sperm whales, the species
this tooth came from, were
hunted in Bunbury along
with humpback and
occasionally blue whales.
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